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After the push on relief efforts of January, Candy and I were back in Nashville to restock medical supplies and repair a few body parts.  Medicine in hand and wheelchairs, walkers and crutches shipped to Puerto Plata, we headed back.  
We received our medicines from Blessings International, thanks to Bob Biscan and Allen Revelette and divided the medicines into three parts.  The first portion was for our new clinic 8 miles back in the jungle, near Sosua.  Much to our surprise, Dr. Bob, a local veterinarian, without warning, closed his free clinic (he employed a Haitian doctor),
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                                                                    The new Leon - Laroche Medical Clinic 

leaving 800 Haitian immigrants in Sosua without care.  His nurse, Karen will open and operate our clinic in two weeks with a Dominican doctor on Saturdays initially.  Dr. David Snodgrass held a free dental clinic at the farm on Palm Sunday, March 28th.  Without a dental chair, the tailgate of the white dodge truck was used.  His son, Peyton, assisted in the procedures and even pulled a few teeth himself.  Without a sterilizer, Home Depot buckets with Clorox were used to clean the instruments.  Notice of a free clinic was passed by word of mouth and at first only three patients showed up.  Soon groups walked to the clinic and at one time as many as 40 people were watching the procedures.  Dr. Snodgrass observed more dental problems in this area than he saw in Ouanaminthe, Haiti.  He has graciously donated a dental chair for the clinic and we will increase our efforts on dental care.  It is as much a priority as basic health care for these people and attributable to more easily obtained candy and soft drinks.
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Over forty patients were treated, teeth were pulled and antibiotics distributed.  Additional patients showed up at the house the next morning.  Up early the next morning, we were off the Cap Haitian and the towns of Derac and Milot.
Cap Haitian:

Arriving at the challenging airstrip in Cap Haitian, we were met by our good friend and HADAC Board Member, Maurice Laroche.  Maurice had worked his magic and duties were not paid on medicines brought in to Cap Haitian.  We traveled to Milot, about 50 minutes from Cap Haitian, at the foot of the mountains where the Citadel is located.  Once a major tourist town and now a major area for relief efforts, Milot has transformed its 63 bed hospital to over 400 beds and recovery stations, complete with physical therapists and groups of “fresh” surgeons every week.  Tent structures had been erected all over the hospital grounds and it was amazing to see the adults and children recovering from amputations of arms and legs.  Burn victims and new born children lay in beds next to each other.  Their faces showed no signs of pain, but with major open wounds healing and broken bones pinned, it had to exist.   Smiling, legless children rolled themselves around the compound on new wheel chairs.  
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I saw close to 1000 patients being treated and many more waiting outside to see a physician.  Medical workers from 4 countries were distinguished by their scrubs.  Canes, crutches and walkers had made their way to this location.  Many families cooked for their loved ones staying in the hospital, as is customary in Haiti and the Dominican Republic.  The news cameras had left, visitors were scarce and 
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you could tell that the real work had just begun.  It will take years for the hundreds of thousands to heal.

After a quick trip to meet the nurse from Derac and deliver their portion of our medicines, we were back to Cap Haitian and off to Puerto Plata.  During the month of March we have met many new friends that have stayed at our home and shared their stories of Haiti and their efforts there.  

Three stand out as great workers, cheerleaders and examples of providing humanitarian aid we can only hope to emulate.  They are Michael Wnek, Ryan Nex and Ricci Rowe.  Two are from Florida and one New York.  I want to share a few of their images with you from Porte Au Price in January.  Some cannot be shared due to their graphic content, but those who were there know what I mean.
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 Michael praying with woman whose leg was amputated and near death.  She eventually survived.
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                                                   Patients being transferred to Milot hospital
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                           Hotel Montana
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                                                                Retrieving the dead
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                                                 Hotel Montana (below) site of almost 100 deaths
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The devastation has come, the dust has settled and Americas focus has shifted to newer stories.  Chile, Mexico, Jesse James and California are now in the headlines.  We request you help us stay focused on the area where we know almost a million souls perished.  Most now recognize that the 300,000 reported dead in the initial quake was surpassed two to three times by disease and secondary infections from crude amputations and zero antibiotics.  Aid is still only reaching the secondary cities.  Trickle down supplies and hitting the peripheral areas.  Help us get it there.
Chuck and Candy- Cap Haitian, Haiti and Sosua, DR. March 2010
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                                        First load of food was greeted with a lot of enthusiasm
We need:
Volunteers;   Teachers, Dentists, Physicians
Medicines from Blessing International-We spent the money from Bob Biscan and Alan Revelette                               
Wheel Chairs

Contributions for the above and flights to Haiti-it is $526 USD for 1 trip to Cap Haitian or Jacmel.  We do 2 to 3 per week.
Please call or email:

1-829-649-4555

ritzenchuck@gmail.com           www.hadac.org 

or

Dale Royce at Red Mountain Bank  615.372.1742 

 droyse@redmountainbank.com

FROM:  DOMINICAN TODAY-Newspaper

Bureaucracy leads to aid delays in Haiti 
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Fernando Darder and his Hope Without Border ONG in Haiti.
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Port-au-Prince.– The return of bureaucracy is leading to delays after Haiti left its border with the Dominican Republic open to speed the delivery of aid. As the government now reasserts control, caravans of trucks idle for days.

According to Haitian Prime Minister Jean-Max Bellerive, border controls are necessary to intercept contraband, and also raise revenues from commercial drivers' import fees. "Some kind of control is needed," said Bellerive, who added that delays were to be expected. 

The main southern road between the two countries became a major thruway for humanitarian aid following the magnitude-7 quake, which killed a government-estimated 230,000 people and left more than 1 million people homeless. 

The road was particularly important in the first weeks of the crisis as the Port-au-Prince airport, which has only one runway, diverted aid flights to Santo Domingo amid a crush of emergency traffic. The U.N.'s World Food Program is also now rushing to build up Haiti's sea ports ahead of hurricane season.
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